52                            CHANDRA.
With head uplifted and with wings outstretched She flight essayed, but saw the falcon near. Thus scared and terror-struck she lay resigned To fall by deadly arrow pierced, and give Her lifeless form to- feed the hungry bird. The keen-eyed huntsman saw that lifted head And open wings meant flight and sure escape. He therefore quickly aimed his arrow high, Which flying pierced ihe falcon nearing down. That selfsame moment when the arrow flew, When all his thoughts were centred on the bird, The huntsman pressed his foot upon a snake That in the bush lay coiled.   Writhing with pain, The snake poured deadly poison from its fangs. The huntsman and the falcon both fell dead Before the helpless dove ; and foes that came To work her woe had worked each other woe. The loving pair together flew away, Their life of joy and freedom to renew.
Lo such the story of two human lives ! To them, as happens oft, abundant share Of Nature's choicest gifts brought many ills. But noble lives are thus more noble made,